Richmond (BP) — Eleven new mis- 
sionaries were appointed in a service 
in Newport News, Va., and initial 
steps leading toward the opening of 
additional mission work in Afri- 
ca were authorized at the December 
meeting of the Southern Baptist For- 
eign Mission Board here, 


The 11 missionaries, appointed be- 
fore a crowd of nearly 1,400 people 
at Parkview Baptist Church in New- 
port News, brings the total number 
of missionaries appointed during 1973 
to 227,156 more than last year’s total 
of 171. The 1973 total is the third larg- 
est in the 128 - year history of the 
Foreign Mission Board and, the larg- 
est number of annual appointments 
since 1969. 


Baker J. Cauthen, the board’s exe- 
cutive secretary, said, ‘‘We undertake 
this escalation in missionary appoint- 
ments with the eonfidence that South- 
ern Baptists remain committed to 
advance, and that they will provide 
the required resources through the 
Cooperative Program (unified bud- 
get) and the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering. ; 


Cauthen added, ‘‘The outlook for the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is ex- 
ceedingly encouraging. We await the 
ingathering of the offernng with much 
anticipation and hope that it will ex- 
ceed the goal of $20,000,000.”’ 


Mississippians 
To Serve In 
Overseas Posts 


NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — The Rev. 
and Mrs. Jerry A. Hubbard and Miss 
Ann Thomason, all with Mississippi 
connections, were among 11 mission- 
aries appointed Dec. 11 at a meeting 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Board at Parkview Baptist Chur- 
ch here. The Hubbards expect to be 
assigned to Zambia where he will do 
general evangelism work, 


They are currently living in Sour- 
lake, Tex., where he is pastor of 
Pine Ridge Baptist Church. 


Hubbard was born. in Caruthers- 


ville, Mo., and lived in Mississippi. 
He was graduated from Ouachita 
Baptist University, Arkadelphia, 


Ark., with the bachelor of arts degree 
in religion and history and from 
fouthwestarn Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., with the 
master of divinity degree 


He has also been pastor of New 
Home Baptist Church, Nashville, Ark. 
Chapel Hill Baptist Church, DeQueen, 


(Continued On Page 2) 


Cooper Advocates 
6-Day Business Week 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Owen Cooper, 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) and a retired indus- 
trialist, said here that he favors a 
voluntary six - day business week as 
an energy - conserving measure. 


“The number a businesses open on 
the Lord's Day, such as energy - con- 
suming shopping centers in full oper- 
ation and large quantities of gasoline 
still consumed in pursuit of the secu- 
lar, not only strikes a blow at the 
American home but also gives a 


(Continued On Page 3) 


FMB Appoints II; 
1973 Total Is 227 


The Malagasy Republic, an island 
off the east coast of Africa, was visit- 
ed recently by Davis Saunders, area 
secretary for Eastern and Southern 
Africa, and John E. Mills, the board’s 
field representative for West 
Africa, to examine the possibility of 
beginning a mission program there. 

“Although our travel plars had to 
be altered and we had only a limited 
number of contacts in the country, 
subsequent events indicated that God 
had prepared the way for us to gain 
the information we needed,’’ Saunders 
said. 

The population of the country is 
about seven and a half million. Saun- 
ders met with leaders from most of 
the Protestant denominations on t he 
island. These leaders indicated that 
Southern Baptist missionaries would 
be welcome, according to Saunders. 

In other action, the board approp- 
riated $10,000 in reli¢f funds to help 
in the reconstruction of Baptist chur- 
ch buildings damaged by the earth- 
quake in Mexico and urged Southern 
Baptists to observe Sunday, Dec. 23, 


(Continued On Page 2) 
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NASHVILLE (BP) — Southern Baptist Convention statistical 
projections indicate the denomination continued to grow in 1973, 
with over one billion dollars in total receipts, the third highest num- 
ber of baptisms ever recorded and an increase of nearly 207,000 


church members. 
The preliminary statistics, compiled 


by reports received from 26,135 South. 


ern Baptist churches, project in- 
ereases in church membership, Sun- 
day School enrolment, church music 
enrolment, mission expenditures, 
Brotherhood enrolment and total fi- 
nancial receipts. 


Christmas E verywhere 


Christmas in 
Christmas 


lands of 


Christmas where children are hopeful and gay 


the fir-tree 
in lands of the palm-tree and vine, 
Christmas where snow-peaks stand solemn and white, 
Christmas where cornfields lie sunny and bright, 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night! 


and pine, 


> 
Christmas where old men are patient and gray, 9 
Christmas where peace, like a dove in its flight, < 
Broods o’er brave men in the thick of the fight ¢ 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight 5 
é 
For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all, § 
No palace too great and no cottage too small; 2 
The angels who welcome Him sing from the height, Q 
In the City of David, a King in His might.’ § 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night! 4 
Then let every heart keep its Christmas within, , 
Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ's hatred for sin, 
Christ’s care for the weakest, Christ's courage for right ¢ 
Christ's dread of the darkness, Christ's love of the light ‘ 
Everywhere everywhere, Christmas to-night 
< 
So the stars of the midnight which compass us around 7 
Shall see a strange glory, and hear a sweet sound < 
And cry Look! the earth is aflame with delight : 
O sons of the morning, rejoice at the sight.’ 
Everywhere, evervwhere Christmas to-night 
; Phillips Brooks , 


BWA Cites (NeedFor 


WASHINGTON (BP) — Crippling 
results of famine, floods, drought and 
after - effects of war have prompted 
an appeal from the Baptist World 
Alliance here that Americans ‘‘not let 
preoccupation with Watergate, the 


energy crisis or the Middle East erase 
from their consciousness or their con- 


sciences the many suffering people 
of the world.” 
Carl W. Tiller, the BWA’s _ relief 


coordinator, said here the world-wide 
Baptist body needs assistance in pro- 
viding aid to people in need in Africa, 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, India 
and Mexico. 

Thirty - five million people continue 
to need food and water to offset fa- 
mine in the Sahelian nations of Afri- 
ca, just south of the Sahara Desert, 
which is gradually moving south be- 
cause of drought, he said. 

The United Nations, Tiller continu- 
ed, has estimated that two gg three 
million people in the six countries 


(Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Sene- 
gal and Upper Volta) have already 
died and that as much as 90 per cent 
of the livestock has been destroyed. 

“The Baptist World Alliance is a 
channel through which Baptists of 
America may send gifts to help pro- 
vide food, dig wells and combat di- 
sease in that area,’’ Tiller said 
“The BWA uses Baptist personnel 
and other channels to administer the 
relief, which is made without regard 
to religion and solely on the basis of 
need.” 

Tiller also cited needs in Ethiopia, 
where he said ‘“‘between 100,000 and 
150,000 have perished in droughts and 
another two million are threatened, 
according to reports.’’ He added that 
“disease is making matters worse.” 

Baptists of New Zealand were the 
first to volunteer aid through the 
BWA for Ethiopia, Tiller said Bap- 
tists of Australia are taking part in 
a national effort to raise mo r 
Ethiopian relief. 


PPA BLDAPADLAIIA 


Decreases are predicted in bap- 
tims, Trainirig Union efirolment ‘and 
Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) 
enrolment. 

These projects should be ‘very 
close’’ to the final official figures 
which will be released in February, 
1974, according to Martin B. Bradley, 
manager of the Southern Baptist Sun- 
day School Board’s research services 
department. Approximately 8,500 
churches have not yet reported. 

For several years, church member- 
ship has been increasing at approxi- 
mately two percent each year and 


Americans United 


€O7LE Ni 


90-2T 


1973 apparently will be no different. 
The membership is expected to reach 
the 12,274,000 mark, reflecting a gain 
of 206,716 or 1.7 per cent. 

Although projected baptisms de- 
creased 6.1 percent to a total of 418,- 
500, that figure is the third highest in 


- Southern Baptist hisiory. The 


number 
of baptisms in 1973 ranks behind the 
445,725 baptisms in 1972 and the 1959 
figure of 429,063. 

For the first time, the 1972 total re- 
ceipts surpassed the one billion dol- 
lar figure. The 1973 projections indi- 
cate a 12.3 per cent increase amount- 
ing to $1,203,000,000 in total receipts. 

Mission expenditures showed a 10.2 
percent increase for a total of $192, 
650,000. 

The first gain in Sunday School en- 
rolmgnt since 1964 was recorded in 
1972." The 1973 estimate indicates a 
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modest increase of 349 members, set- 
ting the total Sunday School enrol- 
ment ‘at 7,178,000. 

“While the gain this year was not 
pronounced,’ said A. V. Washburn, 
secretary of the Sunday School 
Board's Sunday School department, 
“St indicates last year's. gains were 


Bot temporary. and that there. is de- 
veloping a consistency in Sunday 


School growth throughout the con- 
vention. 

“The growth is somewhat spotty as 
yet, but an increasing number of 
churches are showing growth in en- 
rolment and an even greater increase 
in attendance. The future is full of 
promise.”’ 

Church music continued to increase 
with a reported seven per cent climb 
in enrolment. The new enrolment for 
music organizations is 1,254,000.mem- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ford Asked To Rethink ‘Church-State’ 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (C-SNS) — 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State today congratulated 
Vice President Gerald Ford and wish- 
ed him a successful tenure of public 
service to the people of the United 
States. 

The religious liberty organization, 
however, expressed concern about the 
Vice President's support for parochial 
school aid and the prayer amendment 

In a letter to the Vice President, 
Americans United executive director 
Glenn L. Archer urged Mr. For ‘‘to 
affirm his support’’ for the Supreme 
Court's June 25, 1973 decision strik- 
ing down four methods of public aid 
to parochial schools and to ‘‘rethink”’ 
his position on the prayer amend- 
ment. 


RICHMOND 


Day Of Prayer Urged For Middle East Peace 


(BP)—Southern Baptists are being urged to observe 


Sunday, Dec. 23, as a special Day of Prayer for Peace in the Middle 


East. 
The Southern Baptist 


Foreign Mission 


Board’s committee for Europe 


and the Middle East recommended the day of prayer during the De- 


cember board meeting here 


“The Day of Prayer for Peace 


in the Middle East, Dec. 23, comes 


five days after the peace conference is scheduled to begin in Geneva,” 


said J. D. Hughey, the board's 
Middle East. ‘‘We may be closer 


area 


for Europe and the 
Middle East than 


secretary 
to peace in the 


anytime in the past 25 years, but divine help is needed. It will be ap- 


propriate to pray for peace in the 
that we celebrate the birth of 


The complete text of the letter fol- 
lows: 


orldwide Rehef Work 


“Two Baptist bodies of North 
America (thé Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Baptist General 


Conference) have’ missionaries in 
Ethfopia, and they can sce to a wise 
(Continued on page 2) 


The Members and Employees of 
THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST 
CONVENTION BOARD 


Extend to 


{ll of Our Readers 


Best Wishes for a 


Merry Christmas 


and 


Happy New Year 


Jesus 


Middle East during the same week 
Christ, the Prince of Peace.” 


‘Please accept our warm congra- 
tulations on your elevation to the na- 
tion’s second highest executive office, 
the Vice Presidency of the United 
States 

‘We sincerely trust that you will 
provide for the nation a distinguish- 
ed example of effective and dedicated 
public service 

We urge you to begin this service 
by affirming support of the June 25, 
1973 Supreme Court decision which 
upheld public aid only for public scho- 
ols and preserved church schools 
from government control. 

‘‘We Americans have always  be- 
lieved in public support for public in- 
stitutions 

“While we respect and admire the 
contributions made by private and 
church - related schools, we believe 
their integrity. We have, therefore, 
been disturbed by your public state- 
ments of support for aid which the 
Supreme Court has clearly declared 
unconstitutional. 

“‘We urge you, also, to rethink your 
position on the prayer amendment. 
The Supreme Court has never ban- 
ned voluntary prayer from the na- 
tion’s public schools, but, quite right- 
ly, declared that government - man - 
dated compulsory religious exercises 
are not permissible. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Darkness To Light 


A Christian Historian Looks At Christmas 


Crispus, had he been a real per- 
son, probably wouldn't have celebrat- 
ed the birth date of Jesus Christ, 
Carleton said. In all probability, De- 
cember 25 wasn’t the date Jesus was 
born, the professor said. 


He continued, “Christians then had 
an aversion t celebrating either the 
birth of Jesus or joining in the exist- 
ing pagan traditions and rituals sur- 
rounding the December 25 telebration 
of the ‘time when the sun began to 
conquer the darkness’.’’ 


festival day when they noticed the 
ere Ree 
er. 


“They began to imagine that the 
sun was being defeated and, doubtless, 
began to fear that there might event- 

je Se ; 


BWA Cites eed 


(Continued From Page 1) 
distribution of relief there,” Tiller 
said, ‘‘tithough their mission stations 
are less affected than the more hard 
hit areas.”’ 

The BWA reports that the war in 


FMB Appoints - - - 
(Continued From’ Page 1) 

as a special Day of Prayer for Peace 

in the Middle East. 

Appointed as missionaries were Mr. 
and Mrs. Ned L. Duncan of — North 
Carolina and Tennessee, to Uruguay; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry A. Hubbard of 
Missouri and Texas, to Zambia; Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron W. Hunt of California 
and Oklahoma, to Liberia; and Miss 
Ann Thomason of Louisiana, to T a i- 
wan. 

Employed as missionary associat- 
es were Mr. and Mrs. Horace F. 
Burns of Oklahoma and Missouri, 
to Rhodesia; Miss Dorothy (Dot) El- 
liott of North Carolina, to Japan; 
and Mrs. Larry Pendley of Kentucky, 
to Yemen. 


Christmas In The History Books 


William A. Carleton, dean and professor of church history, emeritus, of 
Golden Gate Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., is shown against the background 
of a tapestry of the Magi that hangs in his office. The tapestry was a gift 
from his son who brought it back from Saudi Arabia. — BP Photo by 


James Lee Young. 


ually be no sunrise. 

“Then, between December 22-25, 
people began to see that the sun was 
holding its own in the battle against 
darkness and recognized those days 
as the ‘time when the sun had begun 
to win its fight’,”’ Carleton said. 

“That’s the reason December 25 
was celebrated among the Druids of 
England, the Teutonic tribes in Ger- 
many and the pagans of what are now 
the Scandanavian countries.” 

Carleton said early Christians 
thought it would dishonor Jesus to 
celebrate His birthday. He cited a 
statement by Origen, a great Chris- 
tian leader in Alexandria, Egypt, in 
*he year 245 A.D., who said it was 

“‘sgraceful to think of celebrating 

esus’ birthday as if He were a 
gharaoh or king. 

“It would have been the same as 
saying to the early Christians that 
Jesus had just come into existence, 
rather than having existed from the 
beginning of time,’’ Carleton said. 

“God was thought of as an eternal 


vitr 


en ys 


Southeast Asia has “left millions of 
orphans, many widows and one of his- 
tory’s greatest number of homeless 
people.” 

“Relief in Southeast Asia cannot 
wait for political stability,” Tiller 
said, “for waiting would mean many 
more needless deaths from hunger 

Tiller said the Southern Baptist 
Mission in South Vietnam ‘“‘is assist- 
ing the BWA by administering work 
for refugee resettlement, economic 


Special Notice 

There will be no issue of the Bap- 
tist Record next week. Following our 
custom of many years, we amit an is- 
sue in the week between Christmas and 
New Years. 

The next issue of the Record will 
be dated Jan. 3. Because our usual 
press day falls on Tuesday, January 
1, printing will be delayed one day, 
so your issue of January 3, will ar- 
rive one day late. 


being, so it’s a little odd that with 
this’ opposition from even Christian 
leaders in the early days Christmas 
has still become the most popular 
Christian holiday,"’ said Carleton. 

It was a day that didn’t really come 
to be observed until the latter part 
of the fourth century, he noted. 

December 25 is just one of several 
days men have chosen through the 
centuries to celebrate Jesus’ birth 
date. For hundreds of years, there 
was no agreement as to the correct 
day of Jesus’ birth. Differences on the 
issue still exist today, said Carleton. 
Early writers mentioned January 6, 
March 25, April 18, May 20 and No- 
vember 17, he said. 

Pagan traditions, such as Christ- 
mas trees, mistletoe and the exchang- 
ing of presents, were adapted into 
the Christian observance which 
evolved into the most popular holiday 
of modern times. 

Centuries after the birth of Jesus, 
when the Puritans gained power in 
England, it was against the law to 


For World-Wide Relief 


rehabilitation for the war handicap- 
ped and a halfway house and foster 
home service for children.” 


The Baptist World Alliance, he said, 
also cooperates with the Quakers in 
other relief work in Southeast Asia. 

Appeals from India also “pour into 
the Washington office of the BWA with 
great regularity’’ for assistance to 
flood and drought victims. 


“There are more Baptists in India 
than in any other country except the 
United States, but they are for the 
most part at the lowest economic lev- 
els and need outside help when an 
emergency occurs,”’ Tiller said. 


Tiller said a small sum has been 
sent to aid éarthquake and flood vic- 
tims in Mexico but that more is need- 
ed to help reconstruct damaged chur- 
ch property. 

Money given through the Baptist 
World Alliance for a particular area 
is transmitted entirely for use there, 
without any diversion to finance ad- 
ministrative or fund - raising costs, 
Tiller said. 


Christmas In Every Country 


by Emmanuel Nsama of Zambia, who was 
Christmas Day. 


1 EA 


Sheaves of wheat are placed in trees to feed the birds 


~ 


observe Christmas. The day was 
deemed a “heathen practice” or a 
concession to the Roman papacy, to 
which the Puritans were opposed, 
Carleton said. 

“The Puritans said Christ wouldn’t 
have approved of celebrating such a 
day and ordered everyone to work, 
as on other days.” Shops remained 


open on Christmas~Day, and no one - 


was allowed to light candles, or eat 
holiday cakes, he continued. 

In many towns in England, town 
criers proclaimed government edicts, 
shouting, ‘No Christmas, No Christ- 
mas.” 


Christmas was finally restored as a 
holiday in England when the Puritans 
lost their power and the Church of 
England was restored. 

Even the early Americans were 
slow to accept Christmas, Carleton 
said. 

“It’s surprising to find that the fam- 
ous pilgrims of the Mayflower and 
Plymouth Rock fame were very 
much against observing Christmas. 
On their first Christmas in the New 
World, they said there wasn’t going 
to be any of this celebration of merri- 
ment. Instead, they began to con- 
struct the first house ‘for common 
use to receive them and their goods’ 
on December 25.” 

In spite of opposition from some 
early American Christians, there were 
denominations that didn’t share the 
negative feelings about celebrating 
the birthday of Jesus, Carleton said. 

James H. Barnett in his book, The 
American Christmas: A Study in Na- 
tional Culture, quoted the New York 
Daily Times of Dec. 26, 1855: ‘‘The 
churches of the Presbyterians, Bap- 
tists and Methodists were not open 
on December 25. . .but Episcopalian, 
Catholic and German churches were 
all open. Inside they were decked with 
evergreens. 

Most states had accepted the day 
as a legal holiday by the mid-1800s, 
Carleton added. 

Few people today — particularly 
few Christian groups — oppose Christ- 
mas as a celebration, except where 
the concept of Jesus having come to 
earth as God conflicts with other reli- 
gious ideas, Carleton said. Some 
Christians still see the celebration as 
pagan, he said. 

The power of Jesus Christ to trans- 
form the ugly and sordid into some- 
thing levely was demonstrated in the 
transformation of the season into the 
Christmas celebration, he continued. 

Finaly,’» although °*cotiimercialism 
too often demoilriates Chifstmas,. the 
celebration emphasizes peace, benev- 
olence and generosity, Carleton said. 
“People give presents at Christmas 
who are normally so stingy they 
wouldn’t give at any other time of 
the year. 

“I think it’s a response to the mes- 
sage of Christmas, that God gave His 
all in His son, Jesus Christ.” 
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Youth Convention 


Mgranatha To Sing At Coffee House 


The Maranatha from Hattiesburg will open the Coffee House for the De- 
cember 27-28 state Youth Convention, with entertainment and testimony. The 
group consists of fourteen young musicians who have completely surrendered 
their lives to the Lord’s work. They have given concerts extensively, in Mis- 
sissippi and in six other southern states. The Coffee House to be held at First 
Church, Jackson, will begin at 10 p.m. after the Thursday evening session of 


the convention. 


Superintendents Of Missions Meet 


Associational superintendents of missions from every section of the state held 
a fellowship and orientation meeting at Camp Garaywa Dec. 12-14 under spon- 
sorship of the Cooperative Missions Department, Dr. Foy Rogers, director. 
Several phases of Baptist work were presented and discussed. 


Rev. and Mrs. Jerry Hubbard 


Mississippians To Serve In Overseas Posts 


(Continued From Page 1) 


Ark.; and South Leon Baptist Church, 
Comanche, Tex. 

Mrs. Hubbard, the former Doro- 
thy Smart, is a native of Fort Worth. 
She has attended Ouachita Baptist 
University, Texas Wesleyan College, 
Fort Worth, and Southwestern semi- 
nary. 

She has worked as a secretary in 
two Fort Worth churches and as a li- 
brary assistant at Southwestern 
seminary. 

They have two children, Jason An- 
drew, born in 1970, and Shelah Ruth, 
1973. 


Ey 
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Christmas In Rome 
Shoppers stroll on the Via Frattina beneath Christmas 


lights. - 


Miss Thomason expects to be as- 
signed to Taiwan where she will work 
with students. 

Miss Thomason is currently direc- 
tor of the Baptist Young Women and 
Mission Friends organizations for the 
Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) of 
the Louisiana Baptist Convention, 
Alexandria. 


A native of New Orleans, La., she 
attended summer school at Tulane 
University, New Orleans, and Blue 
Mountain (Miss.) College. She was 
graduated from Houston (Tex.) Bap- 
tist College with the bachelor of arts 
degree in elementary education and 


from New Orleans Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary with the master of re- 
ligious education degree. 

During summers as a student, she 
served as a summer missionary in 
the Central Valley Association in Cali- 
fornia, sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board; on 
the summer faculty of Ridgecrest (N. 
C.) Baptist Conference Center; and 
as program director for a camp in 
Charlottesville, Va., sponsored by the 
Virginia WMU. 

She has also worked as youth direc- 
tor at Corinth Baptist Church, Nichol- 
son, Miss., and education secretary at 
Gentilly Baptist Church, New Orleans. 
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Christmas In Bethlehem 


Bells ring at a church in Bethlehem today. 


The ‘Convention 
President Speaks 


It has been sometime since I have 
made any effort to mention the Gulf- 
shore Restoration Campaign in this 
column; however, that does not mean 
it isn’t closé to my heart, You prob- 
ably have noticed in other news re- 
leases that I have been giving some 
time to this effort. 

The thing that really needs empha- 
sizing is to please return your pledge 
cards to P. O, Box 530, Jackson. It is 
my opinion that a number of church- 
es have agreed to give two percent of 
their budget for the next three 
years, but we have no record of it. 
I want to stress that this IS impor- 
tant. We must know what the pledg- 
ing is before anything else can be 
done. If your church has agreed on 
this, don’t take for granted that we 
know. Please notify Mr. Nelson’s of- 
fice immediately. 

Then I want to urge other churches 
who have not voted to participate, as 
of yet, to give prayerful and serious 
consideration to the cause. Remem- 
bgr, it is your assembly that will be 
provided. It is your young people’s 
lives that will be touched. It,is your 
leadership that will be trained. It is 
your and our hearts that will be warm- 
ed and challenged. This is not the pro- 
gram of the Baptist Building. It.is not 


“my program. It is God’s program and 


we are His children. Let’s finish this 
campaign and get going with Kin g- 
dom work: — David Grant: 


Mt..Nebo Burns - 


Mt.’ Nebo Church, Newton : County, 
burned December 8. The cause of fire 
was undetermined. Piano, organ, and 
pews were saved. The members plan 
to start rebuilding right away. 

The congregation had just” -begun 
building a-pastorium, but it will have 
to wait now until the church build- 
ing is replaced. Rev. David ~ Sellers 
is the pastor. 


USSR Baptists Send 


Christmas Message 


MASSY, France (BP) — In a spe- 
cial Christmas and New Year's greet- 
ing to Christians around the world, 
Baptists in the USSR have called on 
“all those who follow Jesus Christ” 
to reinforce their prayers for recon- 
ciliation in 1974 and ‘‘to extend coop- 
eration with all people on earth in 


= Piermino of str ing confidence 
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ations.’* 

e All - Union 
Council of Evangelical Christians - 
Baptists in the USSR, according to a 
report by the European Baptist Press 
Service here, opens with ‘‘sincere 
greetings with words of love and peace 
on this great festival of the birth of 
Christ.”’ 

The communication offers thanks to 
God for the past year, EBPS reports, 
“‘when His mercy and covenant of 
peace have been so visibly revealed 
in the life of nations — the end of the 
war in Vietnam, the relaxation of in- 
ternational tensions and the warmth 
in relations between East and West 

-(and) the deep interest of ordinary 
people all over the world in establish- 
ing a just and durable peace on 
earth.”’ 

Citing the theme of the July, 1975, 
Baptist World Alliance Congress in 


Stockholm — ‘‘New Men for a New 
World Through Christ’? — the me's- 
Sage says, ‘‘Let us unite our efforts 


in creation of new men for a new 
world through Christ as fellow laborers 
for God.”’ 

The message said that in the world 
of rapid changes, the world of tribu- 
lations and suffering, the words in Is- 
aiah 54:10 are important and con- 
solatory for all Christians in 1974: 
“For the mountains shall depart, and 
the hills be removed; but my kind- 
ness shall not depart from thee, neith- 
er shall the covenant of my peace be 
removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee.’’ 


Cooper Advocates - - - 
(Continued From Page 1) 


boost for ‘Mammon’ at the expense 
of God,”’ Cooper said. 

He indicated that most people work 
only five days, and the sixth day could 
be used for shopping and personal 
business. He called on all people who 
recognize Saturday or Sunday or any 
other day as the ‘‘Lord’s Day” to vol- 
untarily help preserve that day's re- 
ligious significance. for them. 

Cooper said he advocates that the 
six - day business week be brought 
about as a result of personal religious 
commitment rather than depending on 
legislative action 

“If the Christians in this country 
were to commit themselves to the 
protection of the Lord's Day, they 
not only would conserve enormous 
amounts of energy, but they would 
also make unprofitable the operation 
of many business establishments on 
the Lord’s Day,’’ Cooper said. 

Cooper continued, “If the efforts of 
over 34,600 Southern Baptist churches 
and a large segment of the more than 
12 million members were directed -o- 
ward energy - conserving measures 
for the Lofd’s Day, not only would a 
substantial contribution be made tow- 
ard the needed energy conservation 
program, but a significant contri- 
bution might be made toward gener- 
ating spiritual @nergy.”’ 


Heartwarmi, 


Editor’s Note: This stery in a 
tract published by the SBC Executive Com- 
mittee around 50 years ago. It was ited 
by permission in the Baptist Record of Décem- 
ber 21, 1960, and is reprinted here. 


By Ora L. Jones one 

On a cold, rainy day in December, 1919, 
during the last days of the drive to secure 
pledges in the 75 million Campaign, I sat in 
the comfortable office of a young attorney 
friend of mine in the city of Asheville, N. C. 
This attorney, a former member of the pop- 
ular First Church, in order to be of more 
service to his Master, had several months pre- 
viously moved his membership to a smaller 
and less influential church located in the mill 
district in the west end of the city. Here he 
had been placed in charge of the 75 Million 
Campaign for his church. 


While we- were discussing the probabilities 
of the West End Church pledging its quota, 


.€ woman, probably’ sixty years old, entered 


the office. She was very poorly clad, her shoes 
were worn and broken through in many plac- 
es; her dress was patched, and her entire 
costume was rendered more pitiable by rea- 
son of the fact that she was wet to the skin. 
Her only protection from the cold rain was a 
small shawl, known to a previous generation 
as a “‘fascinator.”’ Placing a comfortable chair 
near a radiator, the attorney led his visitor 
to it as he introduced her to me as one of 
the most faithful members of the West End 
Church. As her teeth chattered from the cold, 
the woman said: 


‘Ta, now, young man, you mustn’t believe 
{ He’s always sayin’ somethin’ to make me 
good when he knows I’m so poor I can’t 


a Hardly do nothin’ for the church.” 


“As the poor old soul sat warming I studied 
her features. Her facé, her hands, her cos- 
tume spoke eloquently ofa lifetime of strug= 
gle for the barest necessities. Her eyes told 
better than words that she had met life’s. re- 
buffs unafraid and had come through them all 
with the dross burned away and the gold in 
her nature refined. Poor, wet and bedraggled 
as she was, there was something in her man- 
ner that indicated true nobility. Instinctively 
one could recognize in her a person who knew 
Jesus — a woman who would be welcomed 
at the bedside of a dying saint or sinner — 
one who could weep with those who weep or 
laugh with those who laugh. 


In an undertone my friend told me some- 
thing of her history. Being left a widow with- 
out funds a few years previously, she had 
gone to make her home with an only daugh- 
ter, whose husband was killed in a railroad 


_ accident shortly afterwards. Soon after this 


disaster the younger woman’s health failed, 
probably because of hard work and under- 
nourishment, leaving the grandmother with a 
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“How’in the world 
live is more than I can understand,’’ my friend 
continued. ‘‘She says she just trusts the Lord 
for her daily needs and that he has always 


j semi - invalid daughter ong four small children 


“supplied them. Hers is the greatest faith I have 


ever seen.”’ 


Having warmed and partially dried herself, 
the old lady explained the reason for her call. 


“T heard the Campaign is nearly done and 
that West End Church ain’t a-goin’ to git her 
share,’’ she said. ‘‘Now that’s too bad, ain’t 
it? I'm afraid to make any pledge, I’m so poor, 
but the Lord has done so much for me I want 
to show my gratitude some way. This thirty 
cents is all the money I’ve got in this world, 
so I brought that to you today. The devil tried 
to make me ashamed to offer it, it’s so little; 
but I told my daughter I was going to bring 
it and maybe the Lord would find a way 
somehow, so’s it would help. My daughter 
tried to keep me from comin’ and said that 
the money ought to be saved to get the chil- 
dren some Christmas tricks and that the rain 
would be bad for my rheumatism. I told her 
that God would provide for the children and 
that he wouldn't let rheumatism bother me 
when I was tryin’ to serve him. 


“But even after I got ready to come the 
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Christmas 


Christmas In The Mountains 


manda to" 
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devil tried to keep me from it. When I went 
to hitch the old mare I found she had hurt her 


foot so bad she couldn't hardly walk. But I ° 


said, ‘No, I'm a-goin’.’ So I walked and here 
I am.” 


**You don’t mean to say you walked in the 


rain all the way from your home here, do 
you?” exclaimed the attorney. “Why, it's -ele- 
ven miles to where you live.” . 


“Yes, I did,” the woman replied. ‘I want- 
ed to help in the Campaign by bringin’ the little 
I had. I wish I had more to give; but that’s 
all I’ve got.” 


“Your offering makes me ashamed of my- 
self and of the members of West End 
Church,” the attorney declared as his voice 
broke. ‘“‘That thirty cents will put us ‘over the 
top’ unless I am greatly mistaken. When the 
folks hear about it some of them will do as 
I am going to do — double their pledge.’ 


As I tried vainly to hide my tears and 
swallow the lump in my throat I became sin- 
cerely ashamed of the pledge I had made to 
the 75 Million Campaign. I wondered what 
the Lord had thought of it as compared to the 
thirty cents brought by this woman — a poor 
widow’s all — or in the light of the sacrifice 
made by his Son on Calvary. | slipped out of 
the office feeling small enough to almost crawl 
thru the keyhole. I hunted up the First Chur- 
ch’s Campaign manager and explained to him 
that the total amount of my five - year pledge 
was intended only as one’s year’s quota. I al- 
so told him that conditions in my office had 
so improved as to make it possible for me 
to find time to help him in the final round-up. 
The seemingly good excuse I had given a few 
days previously to evade this work appeared 
to lose weight when I thought of the widow 
and her thirty cents. 


As a stimulus to the campaign I wrote an 
article for the newspaper I was then serving 
as managing editor, telling of the poor old 
woman talking through the rain, eleven mil- 
es and return, to contribute thirty cents — all 
that she had — to the campaign. The effect on 
the local 75 Million drive was electrical. 
Pledges were increased ten - fold in some in- 
stances. Every church in the city raised its 
quota, and in a few instances almost doubled 
the amount asked. 


The story of the widow’s sacrifice was re- 
published in dozens and dozens of newspap- 
ers — both religious and secular. It was re- 
told by campaign workers all over North 
Carolina and in other states. One denomina- 
tional leader declared it was the largest single 
contribution, in point of results, recorded in 
the campaign. 


Being rich in what the newspaper fraternity 
denominates ‘‘H. I.’’ (human interest), I re- 
wrote’ the story and submitted it to a syndi- 
cate service that served about five hundred 
daily newspapers scattered throughout 
the. several states .6ftHe Union. With the 
story I submitted phtitographs of the woman, 
her daughter and grandchildren and of her 
home, a two room log cabin with a “lean- 
to” with cracks between the logs, where the 
mud daubing was missing, wide enough to 
throw a dog through, provided the dog was 
not more than a day or two old. 


I was in doubt as to whether the story would 
be accepted by the syndicate, and I did not ex- 
pect remuneration of more than a few dol- 
lars in case it was accepted. Imagine my sur- 
prise when I received a check that amounted 
to more than my increased pledge for five 
years! Accompanying the check was a letter 
from the editor - in - chief stating that my 
story was ‘‘the best that has ever passed over 
his desk.’’ 


The syndicated story, illustrated with the 
photographs, was sent to each of the five hun- 
dred clients of the organization and was print- 
ed by practically every one of them. Accom- 
panying the story was a suggestion from the 
syndicate’s editor that those who read it should 
share of the abundance of their Christmas 
cheer with the poor family that had given all 
for Christ’s cause. The story was released for 
publication about one week before Christmas. 
I was asked by the syndicate to visit the wi- 
dow’s home on or about January 1 to see if 
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In Every Clime 


tion and write a “follow 


books enough to start a small library. There 
were more toys than any member of the 


bags of flour; from a salt mackerel to a side 
of bacon. 


A little crippled girl had nothing she prized 
more highly than her pet kitten so she sent it 
“‘to the little girl who has no papa and whose 
grandmother gave all her money to God.” 


Several hundred dollars in cash were receiy- 


ed in amounts ranging from ten cents to twen- 
ty dollars. A number of prosperous business 
men wrote to instruct the grandmother to draw 
on them for any amount she needed. There 
were more than twenty requests from child- 
less couples for permission to adopt one or 
more of the children. All of these were denied. 
There were hundreds of Christmas cards and 
letters bearing postmarks from every state in 
the Union. 


I found the old lady in the midst of a great 


: pile of miscellaneous articles. Her daughter 


was reading to her some of the cards and 
letters. Many of these were from those who 
had nothing to send but sympathy. As one of 
these was read the old lady said: 


“Poor soul, I’m so sorry for her. I’ve got 
so much and she’s got so little. I'm going to 
send her a box full of these things.” 

It soon dawned on me that the old lady 
was giving God credit for a miracle because 
of the unprecedented shower of good things. 
She knew nothing of the syndicated story or of 
the editor’s suggestion that she and her fam- 
ily be remembered by those in more prosper; 
ous circumstances. There was nothing to 
excite comment in the fact that he used the 
rural mail carrier to deliver the answer to the 
prayer. With Christmas approaching and with 
nothing in sight to give her grandchildren and 
with the reproaches of her daughter for giving 
away their few pennies ringing in her ears, 
she had calmly carried the matter to God in 


prayer and had confidently awaited the ans- 
wer — never doubting that he would grant her 
request in due time. Her only surprise was 
that God had apparently overestimated her 


néeds. 


“The Lord has been so good to me I just 
thought I shorely couldn't stand it,’’ she said 
to me. “I knowed that the children would be 
awfully disappointed if we didn’t get them 
some Christmas tricks and so I just asked the 
Lord to send us a few things for them. When 
the mail carrier commenced to bring packag- 
es here I just knowed my prayer was answer- 
ed. I have just been praisin’ him all week. 
I never was so happy in all my life.” 

When it was suggested that the great show- 
er of presents was returned from her thirty- 
cent gift to the 75 Million Campaign, she 
said 

“No; it ain't that. The Lord knows I never 
meant to make no show of that. That thirty 
cents was all I had. I wanted to do something 
for the poor heathen who don’t have no gospel. 
So I took it in. There’s some things the good 
Lord keeps us in darkness about, I reckon, 
and how all these presents come to be 
sent here is one of them. But how do you reck- 
on all these folks got my name and address?"’ 

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it."’ 


> LIGHT of the world 
light so shine 
than to receive (John 8:12; Matt. 5:16; Acts 
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Christmas In The Desert 


Throughout the night all frosty white 
The snow lies on the sleeping fields, 
While high and far one silver star 
To earth its shining beauty yields 


In mansion tall and cabin small 


Both rich and poor have shelter found, 


Till far and near, or faint or clear, 
The sweet-toned bells of Christmas sound 


Now praise his name,” the bells proclaim, 
For there is born, oh happy word, 
An Infant small in humble stall, 


A Saviour which is Christ the Lord!" 


On southern strand or northern land, \ 
Wherever men would worship him, 
There Christ, is born this Christmas morn, 


i] 
And in our hearts is Bethlehem 


A. M. Quick 


Christmas In The Shepherds’ Fields 


—(RNS Photo} 
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“Everywhere, Ever 


As Se pene to this 
issue of the Reco 


in our thoughts. When you read the pa- 

r you will find that many in 
it relate directly or indirectly to the 
message of that poem. 

However, the question kept pressing 
itself, ‘What is there in the world to- 
day that makes that message meaning- 
ful at all?” 

There is so much right now which 
seems to run counter to everything in 
the Christmas message. One crisis aft- 
er another seems to be shouting at us, 
and the din is so loud that it is dif- 
ficult to hear the bells of Christmas. 

Listen to the clamor: 

—Discord in Washington that threat- 
ens national unity, and breeds distrust 
of all government; 

—The energy crisis which is creating 
calamity across the land, with in- 
terrupted travel, stalled business ad- 
vance, industrial chaos, a depressed 
market, and a frightened nation. 

—The Arab - Israel conflict, with its 
international entanglements and threats 
to world peace; 

—The blackmail tactics of oil-pro- 
ducing sheiks, threatening to bring 
great nations to their knees; 

—Vain attempts to find peace in 
Southeast Asia; 

—Disunity among world powers, 
while leaders desperately strive to solve 
problems of | international relation- 


ships; 

caten aif inflation, with its  in- 
cre ifficulty in supplying even 
the necessities of life; 

—The famine which exists in many 
areas of the world, and even now 
threatens others. 

We could go on, for the list seems al- 
most endless. 

How could one find joy, or peace, or 
hope, when there is so much darkness 
in the world? Where is there any en- 
couraging sign? 

Then we hear the words, “Every- 
where, everywhere, Christmas to- 
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By Robert J. Hastings, Editor, 
Illinois Baptist 
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or even black on the ground, it will be 
a bright one in the sky. 

For hurdling toward our sun at the 
incredible speed of 100,000 miles per 
hour is the Comet Kohoutek, which 
some predict will be the most dazzling 
Lay y of this century. 

t the end of November, this new 
comet was visible to the naked eye just 
before sunrise. By Christmas, with tail 
billowing out behind for tens of millions 
of miles, it could glow one - fifth as 
brightly as the moon. When it reaches 
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THE STRATEGIC GRASP OF THE BI- 
BLE by J. Sidlow Baxter (Zondervan, 405 
pp-, $3.95) Papers on the Bible and its mes- 
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cover says that this is “A forthright 
licals to take seriously the ca- 
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EDITORIAL 


night!’’ and remember what that first 
Christmas was. 

The world was in darkness in that day 

too, But light, glorious light, came at 
that Christmas time. 
Long before, the mighty prophet 
Isaiah had been given a foreview of 
it. He wrote, ‘‘The people that walked 
in darkness have seen a great light. . . 
for unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given. . .”’ (Isa. 9:2,6). 

In Matthew 4:14-16 we find that the 
coming of Christ in that first Christmas 
which the world ever knew, was a ful- 
fillment of that prophecy which God 
had given his spokesman so long be- 
fore. The world was in darkness, but 
light came. That light was his Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

This coming of Christ did not solve all 
of the world’s problems, nor did it re- 
move all of man’s miseries, but it did 
give a revelation of things which trans- 
cended all of the earthly problems and 
human needs. 

As Christmas comes to us once again, 
in this year 1973, it still does just that. 

Again the world seems to be walking 
in darkness. Every. news report 
brings tidings of more shortages, new 
crises, and a seemingly endless stream 
of new problems. Peace seems far 
away, and the solution to man’s 
dilemma sypests to be beyond reach. 
What can Christmas offer in a world 
like that? 

Christmas still brings the message 
which the world needs most! Man’s 
greatest need is not for shelter, food, 
warmth or peace, as important as 
those things are. His greatest needs 
are spiritual. As those spiritual needs 
are met, some of the other problems 
will be solved. Nevertheless, God has 
not promised solution to all human 

roblems, nor has he said that this civ- 

zation must be saved. His promises 
reach beyond human limitations, to 
the things which are eternal. 

Christmas brought the message of 
love, the love of for man, and the 
love of God shed abroad in man. As 
that love touches men’s lives, it does 
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ywhere Christmas Tonight!” 


bring solution te many of the problems 
confronting: man, but that is not its ul- 
timate purpose. ; 

Christmas brought life, eternal life, 
that knows not the limitations of human 
frailty. However, it is life which chang- 
es our natures even here on earth, and 
nels us in solution of earthly prob- 
ems. ; 

Christmas brought hope, hope 
that sees the glorious eternal light, that 
drives away the darkness, because it 
shines beyond it. 

Christmas brought joy, a joy that 
does not depend upon the satisfaction of 
human need. 

Christmas brought salvation, the 
greatant possession which any human 

ing can have. 

Christmas brought assurance, that 

the eye of the eternal God is upon his 
creature, and that the hand of still 
directs the lines of man’s destiny. 
._ Christmas brought the glad news that 
God had provided the everlasting ans- 
wer to man’s __ real needs, and that 
through the gift of Christmas, man can 
rise above all of earth’s limitations, 
and be assured of possessing the limit- 
less fulness of God. 

Christmas long ago, brought all of 
this, and more, and as it returns in 
1973, it reminds us of all of them once 


again. 

Our lights this year may not be quite 
as bright, our trips quite as long, or 
our tables quite as bountiful, and our 
observance of the season may not be 
quite as exuberant, but Christmas real- 
ly means just as much as it ever has. 

Christmas is Christ. . .and Christ is 
the “‘light shining in the darkness.” 

‘All the darkness in the world cannot 
put out the light of one candle’’ is an 
old saying. 

Our light of Christmas is not a 
candle, but a mighty sun, blazing its 
light across all ages, and into all areas. 

Certainly the darkness of this day 
cannot put out that light! 

In 1973, in a world of much darkness, 
we still must say, ‘‘Everywhere, every- 
where, Christmas tonight!” 


its peak brilliance in January, its tail 
may sweep across one-sixth of the 
horizon. 

Astronomers predict that after Com- 
et Kohoutek fades from our sight in 
February, it will not be visible again 
for 75,000 years! 

It seems more than coincidential that 
for this black Christmas of 1973, God 
timetabled one of his most striking dis- 
plays in celestial history. 

I know a glowing comet won’t put 
food on our tables, warm our homes, 
nor fuel our cars. But if this 20th Cen- 
at star of Bethlehem causes us to 
look up and beyond the artificial tinsel 
of Christmas, who can say there’s not 
a silver lining to the energy shortage? 

“The heavens declare the glory of 
God,” wrote the ancient Psalmist,’’ 
“and the firmament sheweth his handy- 
work.”’ 

My friend, Bessie Stagg, editor of The 


Bartonville News at Bartonville, 
Illinois, recently told me a beautiful 
story about the Christmas sky. 


Tommy, her son, was born with a 
rare eye malady. He was near - sighted 
in one eye, far - sighted in the other. 
Not until he was 8 years of age and 
in the third grade did his parents learn 
his eyes were tragically out of focus, 
each working against the other. 

He’d been fooling his teachers by 
memorizing the reading lessons. When 
he played softball, he watched the pit- 


THE TOTAL WOMAN by Marabel 
Morgan (Fieming H. Revell, 192 pp., $5.95) 
This book is not an authoritative study of 
but is an enthusiastic 


Morgan discusses subjects such as com- 
munication, sex, appearance, attitudes, and 
children. The author is the founder and 
president of the Total Woman marriage en- 
richment course (among those taking the 
course have been Anita Bryant and the 
wives of the Miami Doiphin football 
players). 


PERSONAL ASSIGNMENT by Joyce 
Norman, A Newspaperwoman’s Search for 
The Good News (Fleming H. Revell, 127 pp., 
$3.95) Miss Norman is State Women’s Editor 
for the Birmingham News. Her thrilling 
newspaper assignments have included float- 

Birmingham in a balloon, surviv- 
on a deserted Caribbean Is- 
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very successfully 
mitment with her 
career as a hewspaper reporter. The fore- 
to her new book is written by Eugenia 
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cher’s wind - up, 
started swinging, 
couldn’t see the ball! 

Fortunately, a specialist diagnosed 
Tommy’s problem and fitted him with 
corrective lenses. ‘If you don’t focus 
properly,’’ the doctor told Bessie, ‘‘you 
can never adjust to the real world.” 

The first December after Tommy 
was fitted with his new glasses, Bessie 
took him to Carson, Fite and Scott, 
a large department store innearby 
Peoria. When they walked inside, Tom- 
my was overwhelmed with the Christ- 
mas decorations. 

“He was simply entranced,’ Bessie 
told me. ‘‘So we just left him standing 
near the door, drinking it all in, while 
we continued shopping.” 

Darkness had fallen by the time they 
left. Outside, the stars were shining. 
Little Tommy, really aware of them 
for the first time in his life, cried, 
‘Look, mother, the Christmas lights 
are stretched all across the sky!’’ 

Yes, Tommy, that’s where the real 
Christmas lights have been all 
along. Only too many of us have grown 
preoccupied with the artificial glitter of 


counted five, and 
even though he 


~~ earth. 


This Christmas, let’s all look up! It’s 
the only way to see the Light of the 
world. And to paraphrase the ophthal- 
mologist, if we can’t see what’s above 
us, we can never adjust to what’s 
around us. 


WORLD ANYWAY? (Gospel Light, paper, 83 
pp., $1.25) The young author talks about 
“the ten most important years of your life 
(from 15 to 25) and how to make the most 
of them.” 


HELL BENT KID by Gordon McLean 
(Creation House, paper, $1.25, 158 pp.) A 17- 
year-old named Art DePeralta, with some 
friends, pulled off the biggest bank robbery 
in the history of San Jose, California. Six 
months later, he stood at court to be sen- 
tenced. By then he was @ young man who 
had changed completely, for along the way 
he had met Jesus. 


LET’S GLORIFY GOD by Eric 8, Fife 
(Christian Literature Crusade, paper, $1.25, 
142 pp.) This book presents to college and 
university students the need for world evan- 
gelism, and discusses Biblical principles for 
world evangelism. In an important chapter, 
the author deals with various motives for 
missionary service. He also discusses mis- 
sions and prayer, missions and money, and 
missionary qualifications. 


HOW TO GROW A CHURCH by Donald 
A. McGavran and Win Arn (Gospel Light, 
paper, 177 pp., $2.95) This book discusses 
church growth from many angles — the pos- 
sibilities of growth, the measurement of 
growth, the characteristics of growth, etc. 
One of the authors is dean emeritus of the 
Institute of Church Growth at Fuller Semi- 
nary in California. 
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“Christmas Will Never 
Be The Same Again” 
After Trip To Israel 


BAPTISI 


Dear Dr. Odle: 

Bethlehem. . . Nazareth. . .the Sea of 
Galilee. . Jerusalem. . .Gethsemane.|. .the 
Garden Tomb. . .the Mount of Olives. . . 


Christmas will never be the same for us 
again! Why? Because it is one thing to know 
as a matter of fact of the existence of these 
places, but it is quite another to be able to 
experience them personally. Such a priv- 
ilege and opportunity was afforded my wife, 
Pat, and me last year only several weeks 
prior to Christmas) Day. This .wnforgettable 
and very meaningful trek to Israel came to 
us as a gift from the very generous people 
of Calvary Baptist Church, Oak Grove Com- 
munity, Hattiesburg. 

There are several reasons which have 
motivated me to share this personal experi- 
ence with the people of our state. First, it is 
simply another attempt to say ‘‘Thanks’’ to 
the gracious people among whom we live 
and work. 

Second, it is to say publicly that I thank 
God for the gracious people among whom we 
live and work. Satan always makes the most 
of a situation where a pastor is constantly 
under attack by a congregation, either just- 
ly or unjustly. By the same token, let us 
seek the best possible results from my testi- 
mony to you that during my three years as 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, I have 
found a congregation who has loved her pas- 
tor in spite of his mistakes and faults. 

And third, it is to express how humbied 
and, yes, at times even guilty I feel. The 
generosity of our church is giving Israel to 
us has given an advantage to my ministry 
which I long for others to share. I realize 
that, very early in my ministry, this church 
provided for me a reality which is still but 
an unfulfilled dream and desire for many 
pastors much older and much more worthy 
than myself. So, you see, Christmas will nev- 
er be the same to us again! 

Nathan L. Barber, Pastor 
Calvary Baptist Church 
Route 4, Hattiesburg, Mississippi 


On The MORAL SCENE... 


U. 8. ARMED FORCES ABROAD — 
“Rep. Thomas O'Neill, Mass:, charges that 
‘For more than two decades, the commit- 
ment and level of troups abroad has de- 
termined our policy rather than our policy 
determining the level of U. S. forces over- 
seas.’ Why is it that 28 years after World 
War II the U. S. has nearly 600,000 troops 
overseas, including 319,000 in Western Eu- 
rope (including 28,000 afloat)? Why are 
there 42,000 U. S. troops in South Korea and 
the same number in Thailand? Some 38,000 
U. 8S. forces are stationed in the Ryukus. 
The U.S. has provided counterinsurgency 
training to elements of the Ethiopian Army 
and maintains about 900 military personnel 
in Ethiopia. Up to 500 Americans are en- 
gaged in training Iranian military men in 
operation and maintenance of the military 


equipment Iran has purchased from the U.S. 
Rep. Charles Vanik, Ohio, says that keeping 
229,000 young Americans in Germany re- 
leases ‘. . .young Germans to work in fact- 
ories making automobiles and other things 
for the American market. Let us put the 
cards on the table. Much of this military 
shield and “tripwire’’ has. been placed in 
Europe for the protection of American multi- 
national corporations and their massive in- 
vestments, It is unconscionable that the tax- 
payers of America should be maintaining a 
military garrison abroad for the sake of a 
limited number of giant corporations’.”"— 
(From FOCNL Washington Newsletter, No- 
vember 1973). 


“Student Day 


At Christmas” 


NASHVILLE—“ENCOUNTERING CHRIST THROUGH HIS WORD” is the theme for 
Student Day At Christmas, 1973, scheduled for Dec. 30. 


A Woman's World Reaches Far 
Beyond the 
Ironing Board 


‘Wilda Fancher 


It’s December. The carnival ride sits 
still. Its lights are bright — red, green, blue, 
yellow, white. They twinkle and blinkle, 
shooting their spears of light all around at 
everyone. 


The horses on the outside row have 
strange names gilded on their neck harnesses 
—Shopping, Partying, Cooking, Eating, Mail- 
ing, Visiting. 


The calliope starts, wheezily piping out 


-s-A4Jingle; Belta:?*c The tmotor = grinds °the” first 


turn of the ride, and I see the names: Merry- 
Christmas-Go-Round. I yell, ‘‘Hey, wait for 
me. I want to get on.’’ And I do. 


I climb on, walk to a horse, mount it, 
gather in the reins, lean back and leave my 
face and hair to the thrill of the wind, the 
thrill of the Merry-Christmas-Go-Round. 


Fast, Faster, and Faster, Fastest. Thrill 
changes to frustration. Faster. Then I look 
down at the name of my horse. In tinsel is 
spelled F-r-e-n-z-y. I look around for a 
horse with a better name. There is none. 
“Stop!” I yell. “I want to get off.” 


Nobody hearti me. Nobody even saw me. 
Slowly I unmounted my steed and, steadying 
my balance, I walked to the edge of the 
Merry-Christmas-Go-Round and deliberately 


* jumped off. 


What do I do now? I asked myself. I’m 
all alone out here. 

Then I heard a rustle in the shadows 
away from the lights and music. I walked 
toward it and came into soft light glow and 
angelsong. Sitting down and listening, I heard 
sound like the munching a donkey makes eat- 
ing hay and the soothing a mother makes 
loving her baby. 

I’ must have come to Bethlehem, I 
thought. It’s Mary talking to baby Jesus 
while the donkey eats hay and the angels 
sing Him a lullaby, I added. 


But I was wrong, sort of. | moved closer. 
The munch I heard was a crunching, not 
donkey’s teeth against hay, but of the feet of 
young children against pavement. The angel- 
song was theirs, and the lightglow came 
from a porchlight. The talking was a ‘‘Thank 
youl, thank you for singing to me.” 

It was not Bethlehem at all. 


My head turned back, I could still hear 
from that far away whirl of light the sound 
of ‘Jingle Bells." But I felt as if I had 
been in the presence of Jesus, and I sang 
“Joy to the World’’ the whole December time. 
—Box 9151, Jackson, MS. 39206. 


»Verse For The Week 
When they had heard the king, they de- 
parted; and lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young. child was. 
—St. Matthew 2:9 
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Christmas In. Our Memories 


(Currier and Ives) 


Once Again: The Navajo Christmas Story 


“As the cold winter sun dipped be- 
hind the crimson contours of Locomo- 
tive Butte and Skeleton Mesa, a coup- 
ple trudged over the sandstone rim 
and into the bleak expanse of Monu- 
ment Valley. They were Navajos of 
The Old Way. Even under the bulk 
of the Pendleton blanket which she 
wore over velveteen blouse and long 
skirt, it was obvious that she would 


}. Sooncbe a mother: dier husband stayed: grew colder: The mother moaned soft- 


close to protect her’ from the Wind. 
Their buckskin moccasion - boots 
scarcely left tracks in the red sand. 

“Soon the pungent smell of burning 
pinon logs let them know that they 
were approaching a camp. ‘Perhaps 
a relative,’’ they thought — for she 
could walk no further. 

“Quietly exchanged greetings, a cup 


of boiling hot coffee, then their re- 
quest for lodging. The host motioned 
about the hogan. They were most wel- 
come at his fire but there was no 
room for sleeping — too many here 
already. The nearby summer shade 
made of cottonwood boughs was the 
only shelter. 

“Blankets and sheepskins were hung 
on the frame of the shade — the only 
protection from the wind. Husband 
and wife. bedded down. The -night 


ly and regularly: 

“Suddenly the darkness turned to a 
blaze of light. Descending a rainbow 
was a youth clad in white decked in 
silver and turquoise. In his arms was 
a gleaming white cradleboard to put 
the baby in. 

“The mother carefully washed her 
baby and padded his little body in the 
soft inner bark of the desert juniper. 


He was all plump and brown like all 
Navajo babies look to this day and 
from the child the light was spread- 
ing. As she looked she failed to see a 
new and brilliant star casting its glow 
over the valley. 

“Miles away other Navajos had 
seen the light and at first had hid- 
den in fear in their hogans until a 
voice that came from the sky told 
them not to be afraid, but to go and 
see-the-new child. By morning many 


‘Thad left“a small herder to tend the 


sheep and goats and had started their 
journey. 

“Far away beyond the four sacred 
mountains other tribes saw the light 
and heard of the miracle. Three 
chiefs, wise in the ways of their peo- 
ple, started their long journey to visit 
the Miracle Child. Along the way they 
inquired of what gifts they might 
take with them. They were told that 


Christians Must Cope With Changing 


By lone Gray 

A Greek Orthodox priest in the 
Middle East has asked a Baptist dea- 
con to help him set up a §Sun- 
day School in his church. A Jesuit 
priest of Cairo says the most im- 
portant book he has ever read is The 
Secular City, by Harvey Cox. A Greek 
Orthodox bishop of Beirut says he 


looks forward to the “‘church of the 
future’’ in the Middle East. 

Emmett A. Barnes, Southern Bap- 
tist missionary to Lebanon, uses these 
and other illustrations to show that 
secularism and change have already 
been felt by the older churches of the 
Middle East. 
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Barnes wrote a paper on ‘‘Projected 
Social and Religious Changes in the 
Middle East”’ for a Middle East Stra- 
tegy Conference on missions, held in 
Nicosia, Cyprus, in March, 1973. 


“The Arab nations have awakened 
to find that many of them have the 
valuable commodity of oil,”’ Barnes 
wrote. ‘‘This one asset will propel the 
Arab countries into a place of im- 
portance and wealth in the world. The 
importance of this oil in our mobile 
age and the extent of the wealth is 
just now being realized by the rest of 
the world.” 

Barnes's bold statement of early 
1973 just may become the understate- 
ment of the year. On November 22 
the Saudi Arabian Oil Minister Ahmed 
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Christmas In The Art Museums 


Zaki al-Yamani threatened in Copen- 
hagen, Denmark, to cut oil produc- 
tion by 80% if the United States, Eu- 
rope, or Japan took measures to 
counter current Arab oil boycotts and 
reductions. The oil minister also 
threatened to blow up certain Saudi 
Arabian oil fields if the United States 
should take any military action. 

Sheik Yamani made the statements 
in reaction to Secretary of State Hen- 
ry Kissinger’s remark at a news con- 
ference on November 21 that America 
might have to consider countermeas- 
ures if the Arab oil embargo against 
it continues too long 

With oil being used as a weapon in 
international politics, it is impossible 
to estimate the oil ea 


THE NATIVITY, an etching by Adolph Beaufrere (RNS Photo) 


the three most precious things to the 
Navajos were silver, turquoise and 
corn pollen. 

“A little later they squatted before 
the entrance to the shade. The three 
gifts were presented to the mother. 
The light shone brightly around the 
baby. This was truly the Miracle 
Child. 


For 10 years, this Navajo Christ- 
mas Story has been featured on the 
cover of the St. Christopher's Mission 
Letter in December. The’ Episcopal 
Church mission, based in Bluff, Utah, 
has always preceded the story with 
this note: ‘“‘The story of God becom- 
ing a man by being born on this earth 
can be told many ways because He 
was God and man for all people 
Christmas stories are told each year 
and so once again we give you the 
Navajo Christmas Story." 


Middle East 


Middle Eastern countries in the im- 
mediate future. However, a quote 
from a February, 1973, issue of the 
Daily Star, newspaper in Beirut, indi- 
cates something of the potential. Rob- 
ert O. Anderson, chairman of the 
Atlantic - Richfield Oil Company, esti- 
mated ‘“‘that the Middle Eastern oil 
producing countries will earn one tril- 
lion (one million million) dollars in 
the next 30 years."’ 

“Any projection of the Middle East 
for the future has to take this wealth 
into consideration,’’ says Barnes. ‘‘In 
the development of industries some 
movement of people will take place 
he explains. ‘‘People with technical 
skills will be willingly brought in from 
other countries while movement of the 
unskilled labor force may simply be a 
shift from the rural area to the urban 
centers.”’ 

Barnes says another type of devel- 
opment which is certain to take place 
is the irrigation of the large fertile 
areas of the Middle East which are 
not now productive. ‘‘With funds and 
technology these countries could be 
gardens,’ he says. 

A process of urbanization will take 
place in the countries of the Middle 
East. Strict community control will 
be broken down in the cities, and even 
the villages will be affected 

Barnes predicts: ‘‘Moral standards 


Annuity Board 


DLLAS (BP) — More than 7,000 
annuitants have again received a 
“Christmas present"’ of two extra 
months’ benefits, the Southern B a p- 
tist Convention’s Annuity Board an- 
nounced here. 

Darold H. Morgan, board president, 
said the “13th check’”’ this year totaled 
a record $1,187,379. It’s the second 
year in a row it has exceeded a mil- 
lion dollars. 

The ‘13th check’’ went out in early 
December to disabled and retired pas- 
tor and other church - related voca- 
tional workers on their widows and 


tional workers or their widows and 
on contributions to Annuity Board 
plans in earlier years. 


bers, a gain of 80,996. However, this 
vocal 


’ ensembles were not included in the 


1972 survey. 

The church music department is 
“delighted by this growth reported 
by churches,” stated William J, Rey- 
nolds, secretary. “This is evidence of 
the strength of music programs in 
our churches.” 

Statistics project a 6,228-member 
gain — or 1.4 percent increase — to 
460,500 enrolled in Brotherhood work 
with Baptist Men and Royal Ambas- 
sador boys. 

Glendon McCullough, the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood . Commission's 
executive director, attributed the in- 
crease to a growing interest of lay- 
men in missions and the “team effort 
of state Brotherhood leaders and 
Brotherhood Commission trustees”’ to 
involve men and boys in missions. 

“I see the growth of Brotherhood 
enrolment in the SBC for the last 
three consecutive years as a prelude 
to much sharper increases during the 
next several years as more and 
more laymen recognize and carry out 
their individual responsibilities in 
Christian missiens,"’ he added. 

Enrolment in Training Union, the 
denomination’s Sunday night program 
of church training, will experience a_ 
loss of 98,445 members, according to 
projections. That’s a 4.8 percent de- 
crease to an estimated 1,946,000 en- 
rolment in 1973. 

According to Philip B. Harris, sec- 
retary of the board’s church training 
department, new efforts to increase 
Training Union attendance have be- 
gun. 

“The new promotion project 
‘CHURCH: the Sunday Night Place’ 
for growth, fellowship and training 
was implemented this fall throughout 
the convention,”’ stated Harris. 

“Church training will be joined by 
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the 
jection. Miss Hunt said she had 


rived at by computing the actual fig- 


maining churches, Bradley said. 
“Weighting factors’ were added to 

give ‘‘an acceptable degree of ac- 

curacy”’ to these projected figures for 

planning aay decision-making pur- 

poses in the denomination, 

to Bradley. wea 


Ford Asked - - 


(Continued From Page 1) 


“Our Constitution’s First Amend- 
ment has stood the test of time.-It has 
preserved freedom of conscience to a 
greater extent than any nation 
in recorded history. 


“Surely this is not the time to chan- 
ge it. 


We respectfully urge your serious 
and searching consideration of these 
vital issues.”’ 


100 years 
290 | 
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A hundred years ago this Christmas, Lottie Moon 
arrived by ship in China 

During this centennial year of the beginning of 
her ministry, Southern Baptists are challenged by a 
goal of $20,000,000 for the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering for foreign missions - 


Christmas On The Mission Fields 


will deteriorate and the secularism 
which is known in the western coun- 
tries will sweep the area. Great rapid 
changes within society will shake peo- 
ple loose from the values of the past 
Many will find their values only in 
their own pleasures. Extremes of self- 
indulgence will probably rival that of 
the Roman Empire." 

Leaders in Christianity and Islam 
will be in despair, seeking answers 
to the falling away from faith in God. 
The Greek Orthodox bishop quoted 
above thinks the church of the East 
must be indigenous. The older church 
es are looking for something differ- 
ent which will be up to date, eastern, 
and yet to some extent traditional 
The separatist attitude of the older 
churches is giving way to the desire 


“Contracts call for fixed monthly 
benefits, yet the cost of living rises 
continually,’’ Morgan said. “The 
13th check’ helps annuitants bridge 
this gap.”’ 

Extra benefits were first distributed 
in 1967. They took the name ‘13th 
check"’ because they paid a sum equal 
to one month’s benefit — above the 
12 regular monthly payments. 

For the last three years, the 
“13th check"’ has actually been the 
“13th and 14th checks,”’ Morgan added 
It has equalled two regular monthly 
benefit payments. 

Good experience on investments 
makes possible continued issuance of 
these checks, the Annuity Board 


to find answers for the extreme prob- 
lems in the modern world. 

“The Middle East will change great- 
ly in the next 30 years,’’ says Barnes. 
“We must be ready to present Jesus 
Christ to the people.”’ 

From ‘these and other predictions 
he lists a number of observations and 
suggestions of interest to Christians 
and the Christian mission. Among 
them are the following: 

—The movement of people will al- 
low Christian witnessing throughout 
the area 

Urbanization, with the general 
breakdown of community control, will 
give the people more freedom to be- 
come Christians. 

Sectlarism will lessen the bonds 

(Continued on page 6) 


‘13th Checks” Top $1 Million 


president explained. The ‘13th check” 
is not guaranteed by contract. 
Funds for it depend year by year on 
the amount of returns on investments. 

At the same time, the Annuity 
Board sent additional payments to 
nearly 400 persons who receive relief 
benefits. These payments totaled $29,- 
775, according to Morgan. 

“As 1973 ends, all of you know 
there is an unusual crisis in the in- 
vestment responsibility. Since the 
13th check’ is based on the current 
investment experience, there is a str- 
ong possibility that the ‘13th check’ 
for 1974 will be considerably smaller,” 
Morgan advised annultants in a per- 
sonal note accompanying the 1973 
checks. 
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Sunday School Lesson: International 


The Son Of God Did Come; Th 


By Clifton J. Allen 
John 1:1-5; 14-18 
The incarnation of Jesus Christ is 


of the incarnation. The Christian chur 
ch in the world is witness to the fact of 


the saving work of Christ on earth. 
The power of the gospel the countless 


hearts all combine to declare that the 
glory of God became manifest on ear- 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

Lesson Explained 
ALWAYS: WAS (vv. 1-5) 
writer of this Gospel identifies 
the Word or the Logos. This 
tremendous meaning and 
significance for both the Jews and 


Sunday School Lesson: Life and Work 


The Witness Of The Spirit 


David Niven, the famous actor, re- 
called that his most memorable 
Christmas took place on Christmas 
Eve 1939. He had just arrived in Eng- 


land from Hollywood to volinteér for-~ 


the British Army. Because of previous 
military experience he was commis; 
sioned and given command of a pla- 
toon that was about to be sent to 
France. Most of the men were not 
very happy in leaving their homes 
and jobs to go to a ‘“‘phony war.” Be- 
ing commanded by a Hollywood actor 
made the whole thing even more ridi- 
culous. 


They were not permitted liberty 
on that Christmas Eve because they 
were due to leave England the next 
day — a fine prospect for the holi- 
days. To make matters worse, the en- 
tire platoon was housed in the shabby 
stables of a farm near Dover. 


Mr. Niven could sense the hostiljty 
in every soldier. The air was thick 
with sarcastic cracks about his bray- 
ery in various motion pictures. 


It so happened that every night of 
his life he had knelt down by his bed 
and said a simple prayer. But that 
night he was faced with a difficult 


front of those men, it oc- 


the situation was not convenient. Be- 
sides, it was the eve of Christ’s birth. 


Finally he summoned up his cour- 
age and knelt by his bunk. As he pray- 


ed there was some snickering at first, 
but it soon died away. 


When he finished and lay down on 


It was not the first time God’s Spir- 
it had entered a stable ‘and ‘touched 
the heart of men. 

Jesus said, “When the Comforter is 
come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, 
he shall testify of me’ (John 15:26). 

When the story of Jesus is told to 


‘ 


us, when the picture of Jesus is set be- 
fore us, when the teaching of Jesus 
‘is unfolded to us, when the spirit of 
Jesus is shown to us, what makes us 
feel the sense of God? That reaction 
of the human being is the work of the 
Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit with- 
in us who moves us to respond to Je- 
sus Christ. 

The person who will hear the Christ- 
mas story and worship will have an 
experience of the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. Many will only be im- 
pressed with the glitter and ribbons. 
There will be much talk of the ener- 
gy crisis. But to those that are 
open to the Holy Spirit there will be 
an encounter with Truth and Life. 

The Holy Spirit does not draw at- 
tention to himself. He always magzni- 
fies Jesus Christ. A lot that is called 
emotions is not the Holy Spirit in 
our time. Quietly but truthfully the 
Spirit witnesses of Jesus Christ and 
his message of hope. 

BORN OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Matt. 1:18-25 

The essence of the Matthew story 
is that in the birth of Jesus the Spir- 
it of God was operative as never be- 
fore in this world. The fact is that Je- 
sus was born of a woman who was a 
virgin, which is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Let us lay aside the debatable 
issues because of the strong evidenc- 
es of the scripture. 

Joseph was convinced by. the Holy 
Spirit that it was right to Marry 

ar the child that she was 

of the Holy Spirit 

: loped at the time vf 

the birth of Jesus, but Joseph exper- 

ienced the full ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Jews connected the Spirit of 
God with the work of creation as the 
creator of the world and the giver of 
life. That power that breathed 1i fe 
into that which was no life, now creat- 
es life in the virgin. 

According to the Jewish idea, the 
Holy Spirit was the person who brou- 
ght God’s truth to men. The Spirit 
taught the prophets what to say 
and what to do. So it was natural that 
the Spirit told Joseph what to do about 
the coming birth of Jesus Christ. So 
Joseph believed that the Holy Spirit 
enabled men to recognize that truth 
when they saw it, as well. 

Men are blind by their own ignor- 
ance and are led astray by their own 
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God himself. It was the very expres- the Godhead in creation..He was the 
sion of his purpose and power, of his source of life and light. 

reason and wisdom, It stood for God THE WORD BECAMS FLESH 

and even acted for God. For the ‘vv. 14-15) ; 

Greek mind the Logos was the pow- “. ‘The miracle of the incarnation was 
er and the reason behind the universe “God’s great act of self - disclosure 
and the explanation of the universe: through his Son. It of course implies 
At whatever point you can conceive or anticipates the entire Christ event, 
of anything (“in the beginning”) the *od’s saving work in Christ which was 
Word was in existence. He was relat- ‘Inclusive of his death and resurrec- 
ed to God in unity and equality. He tion. His birth, conceived by the Holy 
was the same in nature as God. irit and born of a virgin, was mir- 
Therefore he was himself the full ex-  a@cle and mystery beyond human com- 
pression of God’s reason, God's pur- | ension. The eternal Word 5 ya 
pose, God’s love, and God’s power. flesh: the Son of God became # man 
It follows that he was the agent of on earth. This was the actual break- 
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Christwsas In Aust 


“OBERNDORF, Austria—Stained glass windows in a memorial chapel at 
Oberndorf, Austria, honor the two men responsible for one of the world’s 
best known Christmas carols, “Silent Night.’’ The windows show Father 
Joseph Mohr, who wrote the text, and Franz Xaver Gruber, who composed 
the melody.—(RNS Photo). 


prejudices. Many people have their must bear to Christ. 


eyes ened sin. But the Holy Howeger, Hel pint e 
Spin ooh he Sate. y weve Abflest is 
‘standing’ so "Jesus st is re- th® one who Says is fs true and I 
vealed. | know it.’’ The Holy Spirit is the one 

If the Holy Spirit can open the eyes who teaches the witness what to say 
of Joseph, we neéd also to be open and, then takes those words and uses 
to the witness of the Holy Spirit to therm for his cause. 
see the real truth of Christmas. The Christians today are to be witness- 
testimony was accepted and truth be- esi with personal conviction and out- 
lieved. ward faith. But this can never be the 

EMPOWERED BY THE quality of heart and soul without the 
HOLY SPIRIT Holy Spirit. 

How do you explain the difference in At the Christmas season, it is easy 
Christians? Many have great ability to bear witness. But we should pray 
but are ineffective. Others have little that we shall be in the ministry of the 
talent but are instruments of God. Holy Spirit and not in our own streng- 

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit th. The Holy Spirit can take a few 
would give them ability even to stand elements of truth and show us God in 
before courts under pressure with a beautiful way. 
words to speak. The example of Peter It is my prayer for you that 
and John healing the lame man at the the Holy Spirit will give a sense of 


Gate Beautiful and then giving their love and hope and use you as an ef- 
defense is the fulfillment of that pro- fective witness during this Blessed 
mise. This was the witness that men Season. 


Christians Must Cope With Changing Middle East 


(Continued from page 5) 
of traditional religion. It will break 
down many of the barriers which pre- 
- 
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Special Service 
To Honor J. M. Foy, 
Retiring 2nd Time! 


On December 30 Rev. John Melvin 
Foy will terminate his services with 
Park Haven Church, Laurel. 


A special service to be conducted 
on Sunday night, December 30, at 
Park Haven, will begin at 6:30 and 
will be a special tribute to Brother 
Foy. Dr. Joel Murphy will be in char- 
ge of this service and members of the 
family, members of the congregation, 
and special friends will participate. 
All friends are invited to attend. 

, This has been his 


he and Mrs. 


B response to the call of Wildwood, 
. and Foy 


ete 


sently separate religious groups. It 
will so influence young people that 
few will be willing to accept the tra- 


remain in secularism. Christians will 
have opportunity to witness to their 
faith. 


ditional role of the clergy. 
—The people of the Middle East 
are religious by nature and will not 


resign the pastorate of Wildwood, but 
it was then that a small and strug- 
gling congregation sought his servic- 
es. His answer to Park Haven Chur- 
ch was affirmative and for nine years 
he has led them to a place of streng- 
th and permanence. On a recent Sun- 
day the church received her 400th 
member under his leadership. 

It was during his ministry at Park 
Haven that he suffered the loss of his 
wife and he later married Mrs. Win- 


nie Smith, the widow of the late Rev. —The concept of the church will 


G. W. Smith. have to change from the present stere- 
Mr. Foy is the father of Rev. Aaron otype. Laymen will have great op- 
Foy, pastor of Tucker’s Crossing portunity to present Church. A church 


Church, and Mrs, Ava Murphy, wife 
of Dr. Joel Murphy, pastor of Second 
Avenue Church, Laurel, and also the 
late Rev. John Foy, Jr. 

The Foys reside at 76 Lindsey Drive 
Laurel, and following this “ second 
retirement” he will be available for 
interim and supply work as needed. 


community in a church building with 
a paid pastor will be too cumbersome 
to move quickly to take advantage of 
the opportunities. The idea of cell 
groups under the direction of laymen 
would be more appropriate. Perhaps 
these would be extensions of the exist- 


For Details Call or Write: 


BOX 


HEADQUARTERS 


FOR ALL TYPES OF 


School & Church Furniture 


@ Complete stock of chairs, tables, desks and 


furnishings for Classroom, Library, Sunday 


School, Auditorium 


School and Church use. 


EVERYTHING FOR 


THE sCHOQ. 
AND CHURCH’ 


WANTED—CHILD CARE WORKERS! 
Be a houseparent at The Baptist Children’s Village 

God also calls to mission fields in Mississippi 
Immediate opportunities for mature Christian adults 

Both single ladies and husband/wife teams 

Adequate cash salaries—room and board—fringe benefits 


T.D. RODGERS, or 
PAUL N. NUNNERY 
THE BAPTIST CHILDREN’S VILLAGE 


JACKSON, MISS. 39213 
TELEPHONE NO. 922-2242 


ing churches. The idea of Christian 
service must be changed from the 
energies of people being directed in- 
wardly to the church to energies be- 
ing directed outwardly to people not 
in church. 


—Christian groups who emphasize 
the role and importance of the lay- 
men will be more effective than those 
who make a definite distinction be- 
tween the laity and the clergy. 
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—Secularism will change some 
normal patterns of mission work. In- 
stéad of coming to a stable commun- 
ity where he has to completely ad- 
just to the community, the mission- 
ary may find himself helping the peo- 
ple adjust to their new situation which 
will be more like his native element. 
This different role must not be con- 
fused with a paternalistic attitude. 


—Baptists and other evangelicals 
cannot ignore the other Christians of 
the area. Some of the older churches 
are in a time of reformation. 
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—Christians will have to have a 
fresh and up-to-date theology if they 
are to meet the challenge of secular- 


ism and have a message for other 
people. 
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through of the Creator - God into hu- 
manity. The eternal Christ took the 


form of a man and became as truly’ 
human as he was truly divine. He w: 


grace of God was offered to mankind. 
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salvation. The fact that the Wi 
“dwelt among us’’ emphasizes 
became at home with his people. He 
was the full and perfect revelation ing Father, all-sufficient Savior, and 
of the grace and truth of God. The 
writer of the Gospel gives his own wit- 
ness: “‘We beheld his glory,’” which 
was the glory of his divine nature and 
sinless life; his self - giving ministry 


A. Gift --- Unopened 


"By Betty Henderson 

I am more of a child than any of 
my three children when it comes to 
receiving and opening a gift. There is 
something intriguing and mysterious 
about a beautifully wrapped package, 
We sometimes hate to open our gifts 
because the gift wrapping is so 
artistic. Some people have the abil- 
ity to choose and give unusual gifts. 
You can never know just what they 
will give or the way in whichr;they 
will give them, ‘or the time or ‘ 
of the giving. It may be more bi ed 
to give than: to receive, but getting is 
fun! ; 
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a very popular profession in that day. 
There must have been hundreds of 
wise men. Where were all the other 
astrologers? The star was bright for 
the entire world to see. It is possible 
that many saw but few understood 
the meaning of the announcement. It 
is possible that most saw the star but 
failed to recognize it as His star, and 
because they didn’t they missed the 
gift. Many miss God’s blessings be- 
eause they were unaware of what He 
has done, and continues to do and 
Wants to do through His Son. Could 
ft be that other astrologers saw. the 
star and understood its meaning but 
decided not to follow because it would 
be too expensive? It took money, 
tinie and,energy to make this trip to 
Bethlehem. Many are not willing to 
pay the price. If you want God’s gift, 
you have to pay a price for it. It is 
free, but it does have some strings 
attached. When one accepts this gift, 
from that moment on one comes un- 
der the Lordship of God. If that price 
is too high, we prefer to leave the 
gift unopened. 


According to Jewish custom, Mary 
and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple 
shortly after his birth. Records show 
that only Simeon and Anna recognized 
who he was. Almost everyone knew 
that the Christ was coming. Could it 
be that while they preached and 
taught and sang that he would come 
they didn’t expect him to come in 
their lifetime? Some of us act like 
that. We don’t expect much from life, 
from church, from others, from God. 


If i Somulenpectosomaet! hing tq; hap- 
Pen to, wae it, won't. Failing to expect 
God to fulfill his promises results in 
unopened gifts. 


It could be that the other religious 
leaders at the temple failed to recog- 
nize God’s gift because they were 
looking for God in other things. Things 
are important — but they forget that 
God is a person and that His gift was 
going to be a person. 


< tf \ 
Many times we drop hints for what 
we would like on Christmas morning 
far in advance of the holiday season. 
Gifts are not only fun, but are im- 
portant. 


God knows the importance of gifts: 
He gave an expansive one a long 
time ago. The Gift was dear and pre- 
cious beyond words — for he gave 
himself. 


It is sad and strange that many 
people haven't opened that Gift. Can 
you imagine someone’s walking into 
your home on December 30, almost a 
week after Christmas, and seeing a 
beautifully wrapped gift — unopened, 
untouched — with your name on it? 
That’ is exactly what happens in the 
lives of many people. God has given 
us a gift, but because we fail to re- 
ceive it, or because we receive it but 
never take the contents seriously, we 


Let’s try to guess why some of those 
present at the first Christmas failed 
to open God’s gift. To the innkeeper 
the gift meant very little. Luke’s rec- 
ord of Christ’s Birth simply says that 
because the hotels were full, God de- 
livered his gift to the world behind 
the hotel in the garage better 
known in those days as the stable. To 
the innkeeper the gift meant indiffer- 
ence; he couldn't care less. He 
couldn't see how it would affect his 
business. After all, the hotel was full. 
The manager of the hotel didn’t even 
go out to the backyard to see what 
was going on. Why? He was simply 
too busy to take the time to open pre- 
sents. Many of us will be involved in 


Why don’t more of us open God's 
gift to the world? What is this gift 
that God gave to the world on Christ- 
mas? It is God the Son. It is God in 
the form of a man. It is God Him- 
self. It is peace, patience, love, joy, 
gentleness, kindness, goodness, faith- 
fulness and self-control. These gifts 
can be ours — maybe not all at once. 


parties, school activities, shopping, jt takes time, discipline, involvement 
sending cards, visiting, preparing and COMMITMENT. Slowly and sure- 
meals, cleaning — run, run, run — 


ly God will give these gifts to those 
who will receive His gift. I think God 
is hurt when we, his children, fail to 
accept. 

This Christmas may we open His 
Gift for ourselves and share Him with 
others. OUR LIVES DEPEND ON IT. 
Merry Christmas! 


and if we run fast enough we will run 
right by God's gift — just like the 
innkeeper. 


We are not certain of the number 
of wise men who came, but we as- 
sume there were three since three 
gifts were mentioned. Astrology was 


wy WA. 


re | : 2 a 
Christmas In Mississippi 
The church float from Calvary, Greenwood, won first place in the 38th Win- 
ter Carnival and Christmas Parade in Greenwood. It was the only float 
using a Christ-centered theme. The Float Committee: of the church, includ- 
ing a number of the men and young people, completed and entered the 
float on the theme, “He Keeps Me Singing—Keep Christ in Christmas." 
Major Clay Ewing asked permission to have the float represent Green- 
wood in the parade at Durant on December 4. Rev. Rayford Duck is the 
Calvary pastor. 
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are 
tion in January at Pine Mountain, Georgia and depart for Brazil 
July 1974, They will be honored with a reception at Calvary on Sun- 
day afternoon December 23 from 24 p.m Rev. Howard Taylor is 
pastor of Calvary. 

David Cox of Clinton has been expressed a particular interest 
called as director of music and in the fact that Clarke College 
youth for Carmel Church, Monti- has, for the past two years, ap- 

A sopho- peared among the top twenty col- 


O. Box 501, Waynesboro, Miss. 


aymans Parallel Bible 


at your Beptiet Book Store 


C. H. “Pop” Stone of East 
Howard Church, Biloxi, will be 
song leader for a coming revival 
at Bay Church, Jonesboro, Ar- 
ansas, Rev. Lewis Woods, pa s- 
tor. Dr. Jimmie Millican of Mid- 
America Seminary, Little Rock, 
Ark., will be the evangelist. 


Dr. Fuller B. Saunders, pastor 
of First Church, Houston, Ms., 
taught the book, Colossians, to 
the Chickasaw County Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference on Novem- 
ber 19. This book was taught to 
assist the pastors in their prep- 
aration for the January Bible 
Study in their respective 
churches. ‘ 


Dr. Wendell Belew visited at 
length on the campus of Clarke 
College on Monday, B eter 
12: He is > of the Di- 
visien of Missfons Y6¥ the’ Héme’ * 
Mission Board. The Division of 
Missions includes among other 
areas of work, oversight of 
the Student Summer Mission 
Program, and Dr. Belew has 


MUBUE cTOORISTIA 
CAAP IN 


(Ment womemer in rugged tthe wma) 
1974 High Schoo! students onty. Ne: tennis, softbot!, gung-pon: 
water-skiing. etc. Yes: forestry, masonry, rad building, caper 
Wy, Streamvrestorgtion, etc. A un: camp bor tearing skills 
and sell contidence. Send $2 00 for medvect, reference, ond 
reg Strotion Complete program with open dotes imciuded. 


New England Creative Ministries 
Post Office Box 568 
Fall River Massachusetts 02722 


TWO SYMBOLS OF QUALITY 


. the Gold Medallion, assuring home- 
owners of modern living ot its finest 
and Reddy Kilowatt, symbolizing on in- 
vestor owned company Helping build 


Mississippi 
M souTrn 
vnuTas system 


Mississippi POWER & LIGHT 


Melping Build Missiesipp: 


ok 


125 N. President St + Jackson, MS 39201 + (601) 354.3417 


FLORAL 


COMPANY, IMC. 


Phas FL 5-2471. 


nobody wants 


Probably the most expensive 


bracelet you'll ever own. Your 
hospital identification bracelet. 
How do you pay for the hospital 


services essential to your 


care when you're seriously ill? 


Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
health care coverage pays 


most essential hospital services 
in full regardless of cost. Your 
representative will discuss details 
with you, without obligation. 
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Blue Cross. 530 E. Woodrow Wilson 
Blue Shield. why P.O. Box 1043 
Of Messras0ps fas ager Miss. 39205 
° © Tel. 366-1422 

I am interested in learning more about Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
health care protection for: 

O) Persons under 65 years of age. Individual Family 

C) Senior citizen 65 years and over (no age limit). 

O) Group (5 or more employees). 

Name___ Age 
Address__ County. 

City. ey 
Telephone Number. 

Company (if employed). 

Number of Employeet__$_____ 

Have representative call Send literature 
) “Covers you best when you need it most” 

* Registered Marks Blue Cross Association 

*’ Registered Service Marks of the National Association 

3 of Blue Shield Plans 


‘The $5,000 bracelet 


We want to say * ‘Merry Cl stmas” to 12 million 
Southern Baptists and * Thank You" for your support 
of foreign missions. 

We are grateful for the daily prayer support we feel 
(it really makes a difference), for the financial 
undergirding through Cooperative Program and 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering gifts, for new 
personnel who join us in our efforts to share the 

Christian 
But we really don't know how to communicate this 
message of gratitude to the millions of Southern 
Baptists who provide this support. 
Only 4 million of you will see this “Christmas 
Card” and get our message through your state 
Baptist paper . 

You can help us solve our problem. When you see 
any of those other 8 million Southern Baptists, tell 
them “Thank You and Merry Christmas” ... from all 

your foreign missionaries. 


@> Foreign Mission Board, SBC 


WAGONER BROS. 
MFG. CO. 
Phone: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas 
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1. SPECIAL WINTER PACKAGE PLAN 
Siecle Cuapaciay Wat. nb pur eg eds esigiana SAA pan padmaees dad 
2. FAMILY PLAN: 


charge for children under 18 when eccupying reem with edult. 
Children’s playground 


Twe pools 


Putting green Two restevrents 
Volley bell Convention facilities up te 1200 
1 am interested in the Winter Package Plan: 
© 
Sheraton-Biloxi 
Motor Inn 


SHERATON MOTELS AND MOTOR INNS 
A WORLDWIDE SERVICE OF ITT 

3634 WEST BEACH. US. HIGHWAY 90 
BILOXI, MISSISSIPP) 601 / 388-4141 


SHERATON HOTELS AND MOTOR INNS. A WORLDWIDE SERVICE OF TET 
3634 WEST BEACH, U.S. HIGHWAY 90, BILOX!, MISSISSIPP! 601/388-4141 


Now a tiny RADIOEAR is opening up an 


EXCITING NEW WORLD OF HEARING 


HELPS MANY OF THOSE WITH 
THE FOLLOWING PROBLEMS: 
eHear but do not understand eHead 
noises, ringing in the ears ePeople seem 
to mumble eWords seem fuzzy, run to- 
gether eGroup conversation confusing. 


NEW HEARING AID FITS 
COMPLETELY IN THE EAR 


Thousands of people are wearing the 
Radioear 940. This amazing new hearing 
aid is so tiny it fits completely and com- 
fortably in the ear. Yet it packs more 
than enough power to open up an ex- 
citing new world of hearing. 

If you need hearing help—even if you 
have mild nerve deafness—send the card 
today for more information. Or if you 
have a friend or relative who needs hear- 
ing help, have him send the card. Radio- 
ear makes a full line of quality hearing 
aids for all types of correctable hearing 


CHECK ALL OF THESE 

EXTRA QUALITY FEATURES 

eFits completely in either ear eWorn 
comfortably all day long, even by ac- 
tive people elow operating cost eBuilt- 
in protection against unexepected loud 
noises eFaithfully reproduces the speech 
hy g ge that is so impo 


Please send me more information abo 
ear 940. Also send me the revealing “Nerve Deafness” 
free of charge 


booklet 


State 
. Zip Code 
) Eyeglass Type 


" Merry Hibbert Phone 
Certified Hearing | am now using (check one) ( 
Aid Audiologist ( ) No Aid 

COMPLETE AND MAIL COUPON TO: 


ALL-MISS. HEARING 
Jackson, Misslesippl, 39201 


) Cord Type ( 


121 North Lamar Street 
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Qur Children Write: Dear Mr. And Mrs. 


By W. N. McElrath 

Missionary, Indonesia 
In the past eight months, Bet- 
ty and I have heard from more 
than eight hundred American 
boys and girls. Every Southern 
Baptist missionary expects to re- 
ceive occasional letters from 
Royal Ambassadors, Girls in Ac- 
tion, and other youngsters. But 
our n#mes happen to have been 
mentioned recently in several 


why our incoming mail has been 
so heavy. 

Who are these youngsters 
whose scrawled and block-letter- 
ed epistles have been arriving 
daily in such piles? They are 


missionary were rather awesome 
to some of our young friends. 
We got letters beginning “Dear 
Mr. and Mrs. William” and 
“Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bandung In- 
donesia.” Some handled that 
problem by being short and 
sweet; the following letters are 
here quoted in their entirety: 
Kelli: Tanck you 
* Rhonda Kay: I like you. 
Todd: Thank you for being a 


fun? Bandung, Indonesia is a 
long way from Ohio. | live in 
Ohio. 

Lezlie: I want to know how 


_ Many people have started believ- 


children in your church family 
—maybe in your own family. 
They are mostly preadolescents 
—some even preschoolers who 


dictated their notes. 


The mechanics of writing a 


ing in Jesus? 

Kathleen: I am writing to 
thank you for the work you are 
doing. What is your work? 
Thank you again for the work 
your doing. 


Deena: I don’t won’t you to 
think I’m knowse. But how many 
children do you have. 

What do missionaries do, any- 
way? 

Robin: I bet you meet so many 
interesting People. I watched 
the Miss Universe pagent last 
night, I never realized there was 
so many different people. 


Many of them put their small 
fingers precisely on the main 
reason behind all valid missions 
methods. , 

Deborah: Thank you for tell- 
ing God to people. : 

We all like to be liked 

A main theme in the letters 
was, “I appreciate — apperi- 
cate, appresheate, aperectate, a 
preckieate — what you are do- 
ing.” The youngsters’ love, 
praise, and appreciation over- 
whelmed us sometimes — but 
what a nice way to be over- 


Off The 
Record 


As he paid his hotel bill, the man 
turned and called to the bellboy, “Run 
quick up to room 455 and see if I left 
my pajamas and razor there. Hurry! 

I have only five minutes to catch the 
airport bus!’ Four minutes later, out 
of breath, the boy was back. ‘Yes, 
sir,” he panted, reported to the guest. 
“They're up there.” 


Spoofer to Ecology Nut: ‘What 
have you been doing lately?”’ Ecology 
Nut: “Well, I just shot an arrow into 
the air and it stuck!" 


He eats so much that his wife is 
giving him a battery - operated fork 
for Christmas. 


At the funeral of a very wealthy 
man, a_ stranger joined the funeral 
procession, and began weeping and 
wailing louder than all the others> 
“Are you a relative?” someone asked. 


“ “No.” “Then why are you crying?” 


“That's why!” 


—_—— 


Devotional 


Five Gifts You Need For Christmas 


Clara To Present 


Christmas Cantata 


On December 23 at 5:30, the adult 
choir of First Church, Clara will pre- 
sent its annual program of Christmas 
music. Th4s year’s presentation will 
be “The Night The Angels Sang,” a 
cantata by John W. Peterson. 

The choir is under direction of N. 
L. Shoemaker, Jr. Melita Ann Shoe- 
maker and Mrs, Orpha Carroll will be 
the accompanists. Soloists are Mrs. 
Willie Gale Trigg and Mrs. Elbert 
James. The narration will be done 
by Rev. David C. Edenfield, pastor. 

Performance will be in the church 
sanctuary. The public is invited. 


Youth Celebrations 


To Be Shortened 


NASHVILLE — The national energy 
crisis has caused Southern Baptist 
church training leaders to condense 
the Winter Youth CGelebrations at 
Ridgecrest (N.C.) and Glorieta (N.M.) 
Baptist Conference Centers. 

Registrants have been notified that 
the celebrations for high school youth 
and leaders are now scheduled to 
close with a midnight celebration Fri- 
day, December 28, rather than end- 
ing on Sunday, December 30. 
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Missionary 
whelmed! 

Bruce: You are doing what 
God wants you to, and I like 
that. 

Amy: If it wasent for you and 
Saul we might not be saved. 

Marla: I have seen two mis- 
sionaries before. I forgot their 
names. I know your as good as 


Lisa: We will be spraying for 
you every day to teach children. 

Kathy: I’ll pray for you evey 
week Pray for me to I need it 
too. 
Denise: Thank you so very 
much for beening a missionary 
in Bandung, Indoesia. Tell the 
people in Bandung I love and 
are praying for them. Tell them 
I said God is great. 

Becky: I’m glad your a mis- 
sionary. It takes courage & faith. 
You are a lucky person to have 


aS we rte we 
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God love you, But he loves every 
body. But when you feel down 
remember God won’t put more 
on you than you can. take. 


Even slips of the pencil that 
plagued our young correspond- 
ents sometimes came out sound- 
ing pretty encouraging. 


Jenny: May God Bless you 
as our prayer 

Mark: thayou for priching 
over the word love 

Maria: I’ve been studing about 
missiogaries. And we've been 
sending envonlops with money to 
missionaries as best I can. 

Traci: Our church is very con- 
scious ‘minded of foreign mis- 
sions. 

Patricia: I want to tell you 
about my Mission and special 
offering box, Every time I get 
change under a quarter I put it 
in the box. And every time a 
special offering comes up I give 
to it. 


want to. 
very brave. I am going to be a 
missionary. I think it would be 
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Missionary.” 
(NOTE: This article is a con- 
densation from an article in Jan- 


uary, 1974, Contempo.) 


pork ‘ : 
Christmas On 
The Rio Grande 


RIO GRANDE CITY, Texas — No 
sleigh for Santa -in_ deSolate Starr 
County, Texas. He flties-alight plane, 
dropping Christmas gifts to the iso- 
lated families below. Santa is Rev. 
James Gebhart, Southern Baptist 


missionary .“+=~RNS-Photo ~ » a, 


Light Ye Candles 


Then be ye glad, good people, 
This night of all the year, 


When their ‘airborne Santa’ makes 
his rounds, children are excited to 
fina’ the package of clothes, toys and 
caftéy:-he.bas dropped: Bach yearsMr: 
Gebhart’ drops more. thari_ 150 “Christ- 


mas.gift package$ to. ranch ‘families. ’. 


Présents have’ heen donated by South- 


ern Baptist churches. Insid€ e&ch par- 


cel is a booklet telling the Christmas 
“story. —- RNS Photos by DonRutledge 


A Christmas Prayer 


By Robert Louis Stevenson 
Help us rightly to remember the birth of Jesus, that we may 
share in the song of the Angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and 


the worship of the Wise Men. 


Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the 
world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with 


every greeting. 


Deliver us from evil by the blessing that Christ brings, and teach 
us to be merry with clear hearts. May the Christmas morning make 
us happy to be Thy children and the Christmas evening bring us 
to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ 


sake.”’ Amen. 


Christmas Waves A Magic Wand 


Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold, 
everything is softer and more beautiful. If only for one short day, 
ill will is set aside, and the effect upon our lives is miraculous. 
What an astonishing contrast Christmas creates in the upsurging of 
love and kindliness in men’s hearts! Everyone is happy. 

The mental and spiritual health-giving quality of good will re- 
freshes mankind like a tonic. Nothing during the year is so impres- 
sively convincing as the vision Christmas brings of what this world 
would be if love became the daily practice of human beings. 

What a world we will have when at last men heed His wise ad- 


vice to ‘“‘love one another’’! 


—Norman Vincent Peale 


Evergreen Tree 
Oh! Evergreen tree, son of the sod, 
Brother of man, creation of God. 


And light ye up your candles, 
For His star it shineth clear. 
—Old English carol 


We were both nothing, ‘til he gave us birth, 
And granted us life, and placed us on earth. 
There you-stand on that hill 


SCRAPBOOI. 
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of Christian 
s child decicated 

sweet spirit like Mary. ~ 
play second best. 
obedient servant who 
takes a real man. 
believed In God. 
After the birth 
the Bible. But he 
big person to stay 
shepherds who were humble. 
not exactly put the 
ble men discovered 
the world’s greatest 
the shephards discovered there is only 
well as the heart. 
Strange, isn’t it, that God chose such common people for this most im- 
portant event! But wait, these people were not common, for they were 
God’s people. ; ‘ ae ag 
Fifthly, you need the wisdom of the wise men who worshipped Jesus. 
During the Christmas season, it is easy to get busy and not worship the 
one who is the hero of Christmas and all of history. Like the wise men. of 
old, we need to bow in reverence and respect to our Lord, Just as Jesus 
Christ was their hope, he is our hope, The hymn writer was right when 
he wrote, “The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” « 


Friendship To Present 


“Love Transcending” 
At Friendship Church, Route 1, Mc- 
Comb, the 35-voice Youth Choir pre- 


sented a cantata of Christmas songs, 


on December 16. 
On December 19, all the choirs 
boarded a bus to sing Christmas 


Carols over the community. After the ' 


caroling a film was shown at the 
church entitled “In the Spirit of 
Christmas.” 

A cantata, “Love Transcending,” 
will be presented by the Adult Choir 
on December 23 at 7 p.m. The public 
is invited. Mr. and Mrs, T. M. White 
will serve as hosts for fellowship 
after the program. 

Clifton Williams is minister of 
music. Mrs. Ray Taylor, Jr. and 
Mrs. Luther Toney are accompanists. 
Rev. H. Gien Schilling is pastor. 


A Birthday Present 


From Mt. Pleasant 

“Mt. Pleasant Church has decided 
to give a special birthday present 
this year at Christmas,” says Nancy 
D. Wallace, one of the members. “As 
a present to the community and the 
public, we are going to present a live 
manger scene to remind people that 
the true meaning of Christmas is to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday.” 

The program will be given from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on December 23, on 


the church grounds, south of Bogue ~ 


Chitto and north of Summit on High- 
way 51. 

The choir will sing Christmas 
carols. A manger scene will feature 
live characters. The program will be 
presented in four thirty-minute parts 
and should interest both children and 
adults. 


His Gift 


He did not use a silvery box, 
Or paper green and red; 
God laid his Christmas 
Within a manger bed. 


gift to men 


No silken cord was used to bind 
This gift sent from above; 

"Twas wrapped in swaddling clothes 
And bound with cords of tender love. 


Between earth and the sky. 
Adorning the earth with your branches held high. 
Honoring Jesus who came from above 


To die for our sins, with 


mercy and love. 


May I tell the same story, to people near me? 
Just two chosen vessels, so all here may see. 


A mere mortal on earth, 


Anonymous 


They Had Their Place To Fill 


I would like to have been 
The angel that God sent 

To tell the virgin Mary of 
The most blessed event. 

To make this message known 
He’d be a special one 

To tell the chosen Mary that 
She'd bear God’s only Son 


I would like to have been 

The virgin Mary when 

She heard that she would bear 

The Saviour of lost men. 

To be God’s chosen vessel was 

The dream of many a maiden’s heart 
To bear the Holy Child of God — 
Each longed to have a part. 


I would like to, have been 

The innkeeper who said, 

“Sorry, there is no room — 
Maybe the cattle shed.” 

And then, on second thought 

That God at Bethlehem 

Would send His Infant Son, 

To have given my home to them! 


1 would like to have been 

The angel on that night 

Aa he to shepherds went 
Surrounded in God’s light. 

The angel who calmed their fears— 
“Behold! Good news I bring 

Of joy to people ail! 

This day is born your King”! 


I would like to have been 

One of the shepherds in the field 

The night Jesus was born, 

To whom His birth was first revealed— 
One of the first to see 


. 


and a lovely Christmas tree. 
—Mrs. Charles L. Dye 


The Only Hope 


“O God, . .. because you answer 
prayer, all mankind will come to you 
with their requests. You are the only 
hope. . .throughout the world and far 
away upon the seas’’ (Psalm 65:1, 2, 


5, 


The Baby as He lay 
In manger there, and the 


First to kneel and pray 


I would like to have been 
The star that shone so bright 
And stood o’er Bethlehem, 
Bearing God's torch of light 
The brilliance of that star 
The night of Jesus’ birth 
Was seen far, far away 

To the corners of the earth 


Don't reminisce of yore! 
For these we cannot be. 
They had their place to fill 
- And so do we. 

And now God chooses us 
As Marys of our day 

To be vessels for Him 
Along life’s rugged way. 


Are we the innkeepers 

Who have no room to share 

With Him who is the King 

And longs to meet us there? 
Just as the angel did 

That night so long ago 

We should the good news tell 
Wherever we may go. 


When shepherds ran to see, 
They knelt at mangerside 
To praise and honor Him — 
And so should we abide. 
Our light we .should let shine 
As star of long ago, 

That people everywhere 


Thie Saviour — Lord, might know!. 


The Living Bible). 


First Christmas 


Great star 

With silvered light 
Brightened« that winter night, 

Moved across blue-black skies—silent 
Herald. 


Shepherds 

Looked, feared, followed 
The sign—worshipped Baby Jesus 

Who slept sweetly on hay—haloed 
Christ Child. 


Wise men 
Came from the East, 
Brought frankincense, myrrh, gold 
Offerings for the new-born son, 
Earth’s King! 


Angel choirs 

Sang of “Peace” 
While Mary hushed her babe, 

God's supreme gift to redeem man, 
S—A—V—I—O—U—R! 


—Eunice Barnes 


Christmas In Switzerland 


This joyful William Medcalf painting depicting Christmas in Switzer- 
land is one of the many full-color illustrations in Christmas, An 
—Vietoria Singley American Annual of Christmas Literature and Art. 


